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THOMAS L. TRAVIS 
Administrator, Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) 

 
 
Aloha Chair Luke and Vice-Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) supports House Bill 329. 

 

House Bill 329 Amends the Kauai flooding disaster relief appropriation made in Act 12, Session 

Laws of Hawaii 2018, to include flood mitigation measures. Extends the lapse date of the 

appropriation to June 30, 2020. Exempts the appropriation from certain restrictions on transfers 

of or changes to appropriations. 

 

During a recent site visit to Kauai, HI-EMA saw firsthand the devastation of the floods that are 

ongoing and there is still a very clear and present need for an extension to the appropriation. 

 

Note:  My comments represent HI-EMA concerns at the state emergency management level 

only. I would defer to the separate comment/testimonies of the county emergency management 

agencies, as they would be the jurisdictions impacted by this legislation at the local level. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 329.  

 

Thomas L. Travis: Thomas.L.Travis@hawaii.gov; 808-733-4300 
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Testimony of  

SUZANNE D. CASE  

Chairperson  

  

Before the House Committee on  

FINANCE  

  

Tuesday, February 26, 2019  

1:30 P.M.  

State Capitol, Conference Room 308  

  

In consideration of   

HOUSE BILL 329  

RELATING TO DISASTER RELIEF  

  

House Bill 329 proposes to amend the Kauai flooding disaster relief appropriation made in Act 

12, Session Laws of Hawaii 2018, to include flood mitigation measures, extend the lapse date of 

the appropriation to June 30, 2020, and exempt the appropriation from certain restrictions on 

transfers of or changes to appropriations.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources 

(Department) supports this measure.  

  

The Department sustained substantial damage to its facilities on Kauai due to the heavy rains and 

flooding events in April 2018.  The Department received Act 12 funds for recovery response for 

several locations and facilities and is currently implementing these projects.  The clarification of 

mitigation measures and additional time for our flood response work will be appreciated.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.  
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Testimony of Derek S.K. Kawakami 

Mayor, County of Kaua‘i 

 

Before the 

House Committee on Finance 

February 26, 2019; 1:30 pm 

Conference Room 308 

 

In consideration of  

House Bill 329 

Relating to Disaster Relief 

 

Honorable Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee: 

The County of Kaua‘i is in strong support of HB 329 which proposes to amend the Kaua‘i flooding 

disaster relief appropriation made in Act 12, Session Laws of Hawai‘i 2018, to include flood mitigation 

measures.  This measure also extends the lapse date of the appropriation to June 30, 2020, and exempts 

the appropriation form certain restrictions on transfers of or changes to appropriations. 

As I previously expressed when I testified before the joint hearing of the Senate Committee on Ways and 

Means and the House Committee on Finance in January, I would like to acknowledge that Kaua‘i County  

would not be where we are today without the support of Governor David Ige and the State Legislature.  

Act 12, which provide the funding of Kaua‘i’s flood recovery efforts, served as a beacon of hope when 

we needed it most. 

As we remain in the midst of these important repairs, we believe now is the time to address further 

mitigation efforts for the long-term health, safety, and well-being of our community rather than rebuild 

at a level which may not be sufficient to withstand future emergency disaster scenarios.  For the reason, 

we are asking the Legislature to broaden the scope of Act 12 to include mitigation efforts to prevent the 

same destructive effects from reoccurring. 

As you may know, four months after our April floods, Kaua‘i was hit by the remnants of Hurricane Lane 

causing more flooding and damage to our island and increasing the needs of infrastructure recovery.  

We humbly request that you also broaden the scope of Act 12 to also include recovery measures from 

this storm. 

Thank you for your consideration and your continued support of the island of Kaua‘i. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Derek S.K. Kawakami 

Mayor, County of Kauai 
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Makaala Kaaumoana Hanalei Watershed Hui Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Hanalei Watershed Hui strongly supports this measure and urges its passage. We 
are working very hard to better understand and address the storms of 2018 to be better 
prepared for future events. This is good economics. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                 
  
 

 
February 26, 2019 

1:30 a.m. 
State Capitol, Room 308 

. 
H.B. 329 

RELATING TO DISASTER RELIEF. 
 

House Committee on Finance 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports this bill.   
 
The bill proposes to amend the Kauai flooding disaster relief appropriation made in Act 
12, Session Laws of Hawaii 2018, to include flood mitigation measures, to extend the 
lapse date of the appropriation to June 30, 2020 and to exempt the appropriation from 
certain restrictions on transfers of or changes to appropriations.   
 
DOT supports this bill since all these amendments greatly enhance the effective use of 
the relief resources to achieve the appropriation’s intent and will help reduce harm from 
future flooding events. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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